Text1
The Horti of Maecenas on the Esquiline Hill in Rome

(see also Text 2

The Horti of Maecenas: the ancient structures and buildings within their area (catalogue nos. 1-58)
that are visible on the here published maps, some remarks on the maps, on the database and on the
bibliography

and Text 3

Explanations for the maps)

cf. http://iwww.rom.geographie.uni-muenchen.de/horti/maecenas for the Maps 1-10 mentioned in
this text.

Topography, history and scholarship

Horti were "luxury villas on the edge of the city", which is why their name, meaning
“gardens’, is a misnomer (T. P. Wiseman 1992) - but the Horti of Maecenas contained gardens. From
literary sources as well as archaeological investigations it is clear that these Horti were on one of the
highest hilltops of Rome, the eastern part of the Mons Oppius (one summit of the Esquiline), the
Fagutal (C. Hauber, forthcoming), in an area, according to Horace (Sat. 1.8), previously occupied by
the paupers' graveyard (cf. here Maps 1; 2, label: Paupers' graveyard?).

Only the second century author Porphyrio suggests that Maecenas was the first to have Horti
on the Esquiline (Schol. Hor.), but thanks to studies by John Bodel we know now that Maecenas could
only start his Horti project after the senate had passed in 38 B.C. a law "prohibiting the burning of
bodies within two miles of the city” (J. Bodel 1994; Cass. Dio 48,43,3).

The Horti of Maecenas stretched between the Porta Esquilina and the Porta Querquetulana in
the Servian city Wall of the fourth (and probably already of the sixth) century B.C. (Maps 3; 6, labels:
Servian city Wall; PORTA ESQUILINA; PORTA QUERQUETULANA; HORTI MAECENATIANI
("HORTI LAMIANI™)), under Caligula they were managed together with the Horti Lamiani, and
"both were situated next to each other and near to the city"” (Philo, de legatione ad Gaium 351-365).
But note that already Otto Hirschfeld had made an important observation, which was only recently
noticed by Monika Frass: Philo had probably mixed up the Horti Maecenatiani with the Horti Maiani,
because we are otherwise informed about a procurator of the Horti Maiani and the Horti Lamiani
(CIL VI, 8668; O. Hirschfeld 1902; M. Frass 2006; C. Hauber, forthcoming). And because we are not
otherwise informed about the precise location of the Horti Maiani, this means, provided Hirschfeld
was right, that it is actually impossible to locate the Horti Lamiani (M. Frass 2006). Provided there
were indeed Horti Lamiani on the Esquiline from the Augustan period onwards, there was only space
available for them in the area to the south of the Via Labicana-Praenestina and to the east of the Horti

of Maecenas, because the area to the north of the Via Labicana-Praenestina was occupied by the Horti
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Tauriani (Maps 3; 4; 6, labels: Via LABICANA-PRAENESTINA; HORTI TAURIANI; HORTI
LAMIANI?).

Nero connected the Horti of Maecenas with the imperial palaces on the Palatine by means of
his Domus Transitoria (Tac., Ann. XV, 39), which after the great fire of 64 was replaced by the
Domus Aurea (A. Tomei and R. Rea 2011). This is why remains under the southernmost nave of the
“Sette Sale” (the cistern of the Baths of Trajan) have been interpreted as a Nymphaeum of the Domus
Aurea (L. Cozza 1974; Map 6, labels: Baths of Trajan; "Sette Sale"; Nymphaesum DOMUS
AUREA?). The pseudo-Acro scholia on Horace seem to associate the sepulchra publica buried by
Maecenas with the area later occupied by the Baths of Trajan, which sounds according to John Bodel
(1994) improbable. But because Rodolfo Lanciani (1888) described numerous burials inside the
Servian Wall (so far not discussed in this context and not indicated on any map) in the area of the
future Palazzo Brancccio on modern Via Merulana, which is corroborated by other neglected
excavation reports, this may well be true. Consequently, the Horti of Maecenas comprised indeed at
least part of that area which was later occupied by the Baths of Trajan - including their cistern, the
“Sette Sale” (C. Hauber forthcoming; Map 6, labels: Palazzo Brancaccio; Via Gregoriana/ Merulana
(1575); Baths of Trajan; "Sette Sale™; HORTI MAECENATIANI). The other boundaries of these
Horti are discussed below.

As already mentioned, Maecenas was reportedly the first owner of Horti on the Esquiline,
although Horace called them "new" (Hor., Sat. 1,8,6-7: novi horti), which has caused scholars to
believe he was implying gardens there before the Horti of Maecenas. Recent studies have shown that
the family of Maecenas may have owned property here, perhaps in fact a garden, or (the area of) the
Figlinae (the “potter's field"), to be discussed below (L. Edmunds 2009; C. Hauber, forthcoming).

A palatial house (Horace, Epod. 1X, 3-4: alta domus; cf. Suet., Aug. LXXII,2: domus) was
built on at least three terraces, which provided beautiful views of the Alban hills towards Tivoli and
Frascati. A famous tower, from where Nero watched the great fire in the centre of the city in 64 A.D.
(Suet., Nero XXXVI11,2), may have been on the highest point in the area, overlooking the two city
gates Porta Esquilina and Porta Querquetulana (Maps 3; 6, labels: 51 1.-X. DOMUS: MAECENAS;
V1.; 358 Casina Gai/ TURRIS: MAECENAS; Servian city Wall; PORTA ESQUILINA; PORTA
QUERQUETULANA). This, and the fact that many aqueducts entered the city on the Esquiline, made
these Horti strategically important and at the same time safe, and may explain why Maecenas, the
closest adviser to Augustus, as well as Tiberius (Suet., Tib. XV) and Titus (discussed below) lived
here, both as “crown princes” (Map 4, labels: 51 I.-X. DOMUS: MAECENAS/ TIBERIUS/ TITUS/
FRONTO), and Augustus slept in those Horti whenever he felt ill (Suet., Aug. LXXII, 2: in domo
Maecenatis cubebat; probably meaning the main Domus within those Horti).

These Horti possessed orchards and perhaps a vineyard, but the other plantings are unknown.
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Painted representations of gardens within the so-called Auditorium (discussed below) may ‘mirror' the
surrounding gardens, although these paintings, probably commissioned by Tiberius, are not
contemporary to Maecenas. The archaeological officer Angelo Pellegrini described in 1873 in a
handwritten report an "ancient private garden™ within the area of those Horti, which he saw in a
vineyard, called “Giardino Ruspoli” on Nolli's map (1748; cf. Map 10, label: Giardino Ruspoli), to the
west of modern Via Merulana and to the north of Via Guicciardini (Map 6, label: Via Guicciardini). It
contained planting pots set in a row, water channels still covered with sediment, and a cuniculus (an
underground hydraulic installation), but Pellegrini's description does not allow a reconstruction of this
garden in plan (Map 6, label: 56 Documented ancient garden; C. Hauber 2009; forthcoming).

Maecenas was famous in antiquity for his powerful position, his luxurious lifestyle and his
“circle of poets”. He died in 8 B.C., and because Augustus was his universal heir, we may safely
assume that the Emperor inherited also his Horti (M. Frass 2006; M. Cima and E. Talamo 2008).
When a sunken "ninfeo-triclinio” (E. La Rocca 1998) - built on the Oppian hill, across the line of the
Servian Wall - was excavated in 1874 it was, therefore, spontaneously named the “Auditorium of
Maecenas” (Maps 3; 6, labels. 51 I.-X. DOMUS: MAECENAS; I. "Auditorium of MAECENAS").
This building is datable by its opus reticulatum and the mosaic pavements of its first building phase to
the late Republican period, and waterpipes excavated next to it are inscribed with the name M.
Cornelius Fronto, who in one letter (epist. ad M. Caes. I, 8) claims to own the Horti Maecenatiani. It
has inter alia been proven by the find of an honorary inscription (CIL VI, 31821), dedicated to
Fronto's son-in-law C. Aufidius Victorinus, which came to light within it, that this “Auditorium” stood
in these Horti (C. Hauber and F. X. Schiitz 2004). This building must have offered at the time of its
construction an unexpected view across the Campagna to the distant ranges of the Apennines,
uninterrupted by the sixth/ fourth century B.C. Servian city Wall through which it was built (N.
Purcell 1996; 2001).

The late Republican tomb "Casa Tonda” (formerly located at the site of Piazza Vittorio
Emanuele Il; Maps 3; 6, labels: Piazza Vittorio Emanuele Il; 10 "Casa Tonda"/ TUMULUS:
MAECENAS) may be located at the northeast corner of these Horti. This tomb has been identified as
the Tumulus of Maecenas, next to which Horace was buried, both located at extremis Esquiliis (Suet.,
Fragm., p. 298; E. Rodriguez Almeida 1987; C. Hauber, 1990; 2009; forthcoming). The former
ancient Via Merulana, which connected the Porta Esquilina and the Porta Querquetulana and
bordered the Figlinae (the “potter's field") on the east, may be identified with the Via in Figlinis;
currently most scholars (erroneously) identify the Via in Figlinis with the former Vicolo delle Sette
Sale (Maps 3; 6, label: CLIVUS PULLIUS/ "VIA IN FIGLINIS"/ Vicolo delle Sette Sale; C. Hauber,
forthcoming). The Figlinae were found while building the Via dello Statuto, to the east of modern Via

Merulana. The only terracotta kiln found in this area occurred to the east of Via Pellegrino Rossi (L.

Chrystina Hauber, The Horti of Maecenas on the Esquiline Hill in Rome, November 30th, 2011 3
Online: http://www.rom.geographie.uni-muenchen.de/texts/hm_text1.pdf



Mariani 1896; H. Jordan and C. Hiilsen 1907; G. Pinza 1912; C. H&uber, forthcoming; Map 6, labels:
Via Gregoriana/ Merulana (1575); Via dello Statuto; FIGLINAE; Via Pellegrino Rossi; * Kiln, the *
indicates the approximate findspot of this terracotta kiln).

Most scholars believe that the ancient Via Merulana/ Via in Figlinis divided the Horti
Maecenatiani and the Horti Lamiani (Map 6, labels: ancient Via Merulana/ Vicolo di S. Matteo; S;
VIA IN FIGLINIS, shows that we actually know two different phases of this road). If the "Casa
Tonda” has correctly been identified with the Tumulus of Maecenas, the area east of the ancient Via
Merulana/ Via in Figlinis, where those scholars locate the Horti Lamiani, should instead have been
part of the Horti Maecenatiani. Recent research has shown that it is impossible to locate the Horti
Lamiani where they are commonly assumed, and that the area in question belonged to the Horti
Macenatiani instead (Maps 3; 6, label: HORTI MAECENATIANI ("HORTI LAMIANI"); C. Hauber,
forthcoming).

As in the case of other contemporary Horti, for example the Horti Lolliani (T. P. Wiseman
1992) and Tauriani (Map 6, label: HORTI TAURIANI; C. Hauber, forthcoming), both parts of
Maecenas's Horti were connected with each other, for example by means of the late Republican
substructure on Via Pasquale Villari, the “Terme di Filippo™ (Maps 3; 6, labels: Via Pasquale Villari;
58a-d "Terme di Filippo"; a), and probably also by means of the structure "L" at the southwest corner
of the Piazza Vittorio Emanuele 11 (cf. M. Pentiricci 2005; Maps 3; 6, labels: Excavation 2002 A-O;
L; Hauber 2009; forthcoming). The structure "L" may have been part of building no. >42 Building
Aldobrandini Wedding< (cf. Maps 3; 6), and that building and the substructure on Via Pasquale
Villari, building no. 58a "Terme di Filippo”, may have served as entrances to the Horti of Maecenas
(C. Hauber, forthcoming). Chrystina Hauber (2009; forthcoming; cf. C. Hauber and F. X. Schitz
2010) has suggested that Maecenas built this substructure on Via Pasquale Villari and on its roof
terrace a temple of Minerva (Maps 3; 6, labels: 58a-d "Terme di Filippo"; Temple: MINERVA
MEDICA,; a), which may be identified with the Temple of Minerva Medica in Regio V (discussed
below; Map 6, label: R. V), which has always been located in this area, inter alia because of the find
of statues of Minerva datable to the Imperial period.

Another round structure at the northwest corner of these Horti has been partially uncovered in
excavations and is variously interpreted, Filippo Coarelli (2001; cf. M. C. Capanna and A. Amoroso
2006; A. Carandini, D. Bruno and F. Fraioli 2011; C. Hauber, forthcoming) convincingly identified it
as the tomb of King Servius Tullius. It stood in the sacred grove of the Fagutal (Maps 3; 6, labels: 49
LUCUS FAGUTALIS; HEROON: SERVIUS TULLIUS) and was worshipped without interruption
from at least the sixth century B.C. until the fifth century A.D. Its topographical context proves the
importance of this sanctuary because it was not touched by any of the adjacent later building projects,
the Horti of Maecenas, the Domus Aurea, and the Baths of Trajan (C. Hauber 2001; Maps 4-6, labels:
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DOMUS AUREA,; Baths of Trajan; "West Building"; "Sette Sale").

According to many scholars, the course of the Servian city Wall on the Oppian hill, which was
in part the boundary of the Horti of Maecenas, ran parallel to the former Vicolo delle Sette Sale (Map
6, labels: CLIVUS PULLIUS/ "VIA IN FIGLINIS"/ Vicolo delle Sette Sale). Hauber has shown,
however (1990; forthcoming; cf. C. Hauber and F. X. Schiitz 2004) that the Servian Wall followed
instead the former Via Curva (today with different course: Via Carlo Botta; Maps 6; 9, labels: Servian
city Wall; Via Curva; Via Carlo Botta; Map 10, label: Via Curva). Remains of the Servian Wall
located in this area were still seen by various scholars of the 19th century, a fact corroborated by the
boundaries of the estates in this area, as documented on the Great Rome map by G. B. Nolli (1748; cf.
Map 10, labels: Vigna Pighini - that part, which lay to the west of the Via Gregoriana/ Merulana
(1575); Villa d'Aste; C. Hauber 2001). Therefore, the relevant boundaries of Nolli's estates are drawn
in Map 7 “on top of” the reconstructed course of the Servian Wall. The area in question lies today
between the roads Via Mecenate and Via A. Poliziano (Map 9, labels: Via Mecenate; Via Buonarroti/
Leonardo da Vinci/ A. Poliziano).

Thus the Porta Querquetulana in the Servian Wall, spanning according to this hypothesis the
ancient road underneath modern Via Labicana at the site of the old Church of SS. Pietro e Marcellino
(the red area to the west of the new Church), was near to the Imperial Nymphaeum north of modern
Piazza Iside (Maps 6; 9, labels: modern Via Labicana; SS. Pietro e Marcellino, Nymphaeum Piazza
Iside). It is possible to locate a gate on the ancient road underneath modern Via Labicana, because that
was already built in the regal period, a fact, which was overlooked by most recent scholars, and has
been proven by Clementina Panella in one of her excavations (C. Hauber 2001; 2005).

Héuber (2001) identified the Nymphaeum at Piazza Iside as the site of the archaic Lucus
("sacred grove”) with a sacellum ("a small precinct with an altar”) by a spring of the Nymphs called
Querquetulanae Virae ("oak Nymphs”, who, like other Virae, were healing goddesses; C. Hauber,
forthcoming), which “touched” the gate in the Servian city Wall Porta Querquetulana at its inner side
(Festus 314 L.; Maps 6; 9, labels: Servian city Wall; PORTA QUERQUETULANA; LUCUS
QUERQUETULANAE VIRAE). Indeed, several Roman marble reliefs were found in this area,
including two representing sanctuaries of Nymphs (Rome, Musei Capitolini, MC 965; MC 2325 and
MC 2011; C. Hauber 2001; forthcoming). This grove of the “oak Nymphs™ may be mentioned in the
Elegiae in Maecenatem (1, 33-36) written after 13/ 14 A.D., perhaps between 50 and 75 A.D., in
which we learn the following about Maecenas: "he preferred a shady oak and falling waters and a few
reliable acres of fruitful soil. Honouring the Pierian Maidens [scil. the Pierides or the Muses] and
Phoebus [Apollon/ Apollo] in his pleasant gardens he was seated, murmuring amidst the twittering
birds" (translation: H. Schoonhoven 1980); the “shady oak” is called quercus in this text, and the

“falling waters” nymphas cadentes. These 'falling waters' may be mentioned again by Seneca (De Prov.
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I 3, 10), who says that Maecenas "diverts his worried mind with the sound of rippling waters"
(translation: J. W. Basore 1958).

It is possible, therefore, that Maecenas could have sat under one of the shady oaks sacred to
the Querquetulanae Virae either because he was a neighbour to their grove, or else because he had
incorporated it into his Horti (C. Hauber 2001; forthcoming). The area in question lies between the
former Vicolo delle Sette Sale, the modern Via Labicana, and the Servian city Wall (cf. Maps 6-9),
and was occupied by a number of sanctuaries. Map 8 (cf. Map 9), into which the current layout of the
city is integrated, shows in the building sites of which new roads the relevant ancient structures had
occurred at the turn of 19th/ 20th centuries. The development of this entirely new city quarter caused
the immediate distruction of what was left of those ancient buildings, but a thorough analysis of the
photogrammetric data/ cadastre shows that some of their perimeter walls survive until the present day
as “persistent” lines (C. Hauber and F. X. Schiitz 2001; C. Hauber 2001; forthcoming). According to
the Elegiae in Maecenatem (1, 17-18) "Together with learned Pallas [scil. Athena/ Minerva] Phoebus
had given his arts" to Maecenas. The author of the Elegies continues: "you [scil. Maecenas] were the
pride and glory of both™ (translation: H. Schoonhoven 1980). Those remarks allow the assumption that
Minerva and Apollo had been the tutelary gods of Maecenas (C. Hauber 1991; 1998).

Because Minerva and Apollo were worshipped in one of those just mentioned sanctuaries, it
seems possible that Maecenas could have had some interest in it as well. The sanctuary in question is
the mid-Republican (but possibly archaic) shrine on Via Curva/ Carlo Botta, remains of which had
occurred in 1887-1894, and again in 1930. It is commonly identified as the Temple of Minerva
Medica, and seems to have survived until the Imperial period (C. Hauber, forthcoming).

The Temple of Minerva Medica is recorded for the Augustan Regio V. Hauber (1990; 1998;
forthcoming) located the shrine on Via Curva/ Carlo Botta inside the Servian Wall, and thus within the
Augustan Regio Il1, and identified it as the Temple of Fortuna Virgo instead; the area outside the
Servian Wall belonged to the Augustan Regio V (Maps 6; 9, labels: Servian city Wall; REGIO IlI; R.
V; "MINERVA MEDICA"/ FORTUNA VIRGO; 1930). She also suggested that Maecenas built the
substructure between Via Mecenate and Via Guicciardini (Maps 6; 9, labels: Via Mecenate; Via
Guicciardini, the substructure is drawn as a light grey area, bordered by a dotted line), on which one of
the Domus within his Horti was erected (Maps 3; 6; 9, label: 55a-d DOMUS: HORTI of
MAECENAS), thus connecting his palatial house including the “Auditorium” (the main Domus within
his Horti) directly with the area of those sanctuaries (Maps 3; 6; 9, labels: 51 I.-X. DOMUS:
MAECENAS; I. "Auditorium of Maecenas"; C. Hauber 2006; forthcoming).

Mariarosaria Barbera and her équipe excavated the building no. >31 Garden and building
"Horti Lamiani"< east of the Piazza Vittorio Emanuele 11, and an adjacent road oriented in north-south

direction, exactly where Antonio Maria Colini had postulated a Via Asinaria. They tentatively identify
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this road as the "Via Asinaria?” (A. M. Colini 1944; M. Barbera et al. 2010; Maps 3; 6, labels: 31
Garden and building "Horti Lamiani”; VIA ASINARIA?). Note that the authors identify the area to the
east of the ancient Via Merulana/ Via in Figlinis as the Horti Lamiani. Hauber (R. C. Hauber, 1990;
1996) suggested that this area belonged to the Horti Maecenatiani instead (contra: M. Cima di Puolo
1996), and regarded the Via Asinaria? as the possible boundary of the Horti of Maecenas in the east.
This question is still controversial. Based on new findings, Hauber maintains her earlier hypothesis (C.
Hauber, forthcoming; Maps 3; 6, label: HORTI MAECENATIANI ("HORTI LAMIANI")).

Sculptural finds

Ovid (Met. V, 316) described a “singing contest” between the Pierides and the Muses in which
Nymphs, "seated on living rock”, were the judges. Thus, Hauber suggested that a late Republican
statue, found in the Horti of Maecenas, the so-called Muse Kalliope in Rome, Musei Capitolini (inv.
no. MC 1824; M. Cima and E. Talamo 2008), could possibly have been part of an ensemble
commissioned by Maecenas, including the Nymphs, the Pierides, Muses and Apollo. Four of the
famous so-called Muses in the Museo del Prado at Madrid (inv. nos. 37-E, 38-E, 40-E, 68-E), once in
the collection of Christina of Sweden, were also found in the Horti of Maecenas. Hauber suggested
that they may have belonged to the same statue group (C. Hauber 1991; 1998; forthcoming). Currently
it is (erroneously) assumed that all eight statues of "Muses” in the Prado, once in the collection of
Christina of Sweden, were found in the Villa Hadriana near Tivoli (S. F. Schroder 2004).

Furthermore, Hauber (1991; 1992; forthcoming) suggested that the statue of the so-called
fisherman in the Louvre (inv. no. MA 1345), according to Kallistratos (Statues 4; R. Neudecker 1988)
"a votive to the Nymphs", was also commissioned by Maecenas for one of the above mentioned
sanctuaries, which were adjacent to his Horti in the south. This “fisherman” may have been a votive to
the Nymphs Querquetulanae Virae, who were later worshipped as Muses at the Fons Muscosus.
Plutarch (De fort. Rom. 10) described the Fons Muscosus next to the temple of Fortuna Virgo, it may
be identified with a Round Nymphaeum, found while building a school in 1906/ 1907 at the
conjunction of Via Ruggero Bonghi and Via Guicciardini (Maps 6; 9, labels: "MINERVA MEDICA"/
FORTUNA VIRGO; Via Curva; Via Ruggero Bonghi; Via Guicciardini; School; Round Nymphaeum/
FONS MUSCOSUS).

Other sculptures that were part of the Horti of Maecenas include the famous Rhyton-shaped
marble fountain, signed by the “neoattic” artist "Pontios the Athenian”, datable in the Augustan period,
the Egyptian statue of a dog made of verde ranocchia (serpentino moschinato), a statue of the
“Hellenistic” hanging Marsyas of the “red” type, datable in the Augustan period, the famous head of a
“Centaur” (rather a Silen), datable in the Augustan period, the famous head of an Amazon of the
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Sosikles-type and an overlifesize marble statue of Demeter, both likewise datable in the Augustan
period (all six in Rome, Musei Capitolini, inv. nos. MC 1101; 1110; 1077; 1137; 1091; 905; M. Cima
and E. Talamo 2008), the famous marble fountain bowl datable in the late Republican period (Rome,
Musei Capitolini, inv. no. MC 1118; M. Cima and E. Talamo 2008), a marble herm with the head of
Homer of the "Hellenistic” type in the Louvre at Paris, datable in the Augustan period (inv. no. MA
440; A. Stewart 1990), and a Roman marble copy of the "Large Eleusinian relief” in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art at New York (inv. no. Rogers Fund 1914 (14.130.9); J. R. Mertens 1987), also datable
in the Augustan period (perhaps related to a cult within these Horti at Maecenas's lifetime; M. E.
Micheli 2002; M. Cima and E. Talamo 2008), two late Republican marble portraits of “poets” (Rome,
Musei Capitolini, inv. nos. MC 840; 845; C. Hauber 1983; 1991), and a portrait statue of a woman of
the Antonine period using the Large Herculanensis as body-type (Rome, Musei Capitolini, inv. no.
MC 904; C. Hauber 1991; E. La Rocca, C. Parisi Presicce and A. Lo Monaco 2011).

Those sculptures were found within or near the “Auditorium of Maecenas’, on Via Ferruccio
close to the "Auditorium”, on Via Machiavelli, in a “statue-wall” within the former Villa Caetani/
Caserta on modern Via Merulana, at the building site of the future Via Buonarroti/ A. Poliziano, and
on Via Ariosto (C. Hauber 1983; 1991, forthcoming; M. Cima and E. Talamo 2008; Maps 6; 9).

At this site on Via Ariosto occurred many more sculptures, inter alia three (not only one, as is
commonly assumed), now lost statue plinths with signatures by Aphrodisians (C. Hauber 1991,
forthcoming) that belonged to the famous statues called "Esquiline Group” in the Ny Carlsberg
Glyptotek at Copenhagen (inv. nos. 619-623; M. Moltesen 2000). New findings related to the site on
Via Ariosto, where those sculptures had come to light, have also consequences for the much debated
date of the "Esquiline Group”: the sculptures that occurred on Via Ariosto were not found in the
foundations of the late antique private baths (Maps 5; 6, labels: Via Ariosto; 23 Baths Via Ariosto), as
previously taken for granted, but within a collapsed earlier building underneath those baths (C.
Héuber, forthcoming). The baths themselves belonged to the third building phase of a Domus, of
which remains have recently been excavated immediately to the south of those baths (Maps 4-6, label:
34 DOMUS). This Domus had four building phases, dating between the 2nd half of the 2nd century
A.D. and the 1st half of the 4th century A.D. (S. Barrano and M. Martines 2006; L. Guspini 2007).

Therefore, those statue plinths found in the collapsed earlier building underneath the late
antique baths on Via Ariosto, and consequently the "Esquiline Group, cannot possibly date to the
fourth century A.D., as most scholars assume since Kenan T. Erim and Charlotte M. Roueché (1982)
first suggested this, but are datable in the Severan period, as the "Esquiline Group” had earlier been
dated on stylistical grounds alone (C. Hauber, forthcoming). The other statues belonging to the
“Esquiline Group” were found on the building sites of the Via Buonarroti/ Poliziano and of the

adjacent Convent of S. Giuseppe di Cluny, the mailing address of which is today Via A. Poliziano, no.
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38 (Maps 6; 9, labels: Via Buonarroti/ Leonardo da Vinci/ A. Poliziano; one of the findspots is
labelled: KRATER; 54 I.-V. Convent S. Giuseppe; C. Hauber and F. X. Schiitz 2004; C. Hauber,
forthcoming). Hauber (1991) suggested that the "Esquiline Group” had originally been dedicated in the
sanctuary Isis et Serapis in Regio 11, adjacent to the Horti of Maecenas in the south, which had
somehow developed from the above mentioned earlier sanctuaries in the same area (C. Hauber and F.
X. Schiitz 2010). This has been refused by Mette Moltesen (2000), but based on new findings, Hauber
(forthcoming) maintains her earlier hypothesis.

Also the famous statues that in antiquity had carefully been deposited in a building on Via
Foscolo within the presumed area of the Horti Lamiani (Map 6, labels: HORTI MAECENATIANI
("HORTI LAMIANI"); Via Foscolo; 1-4 Cryptoporticus, the findspot is labelled: COMMODUS) were
according to Hauber originally dedicated in the sanctuary Isis et Serapis in Regio Ill. They comprise
inter alia the famous "Esquiline Venus™ and the bust of Commodus as Hercules Romanus (Rome,
Musei Capitolini, inv. nos. MC 1114; MC 1117; MC 1119; MC 1120; MC 1121; MC 1122; MC 1126;
MC 1131; MC 1141; R. C. Hauber 1988; Hauber, forthcoming; C. Hauber and F. X. Schiitz 2010).

The most famous find from the Horti of Maecenas is the Laocoon group in the Vatican
Museums (inv. nos. 1059, 1064, 1067), which occurred in 1506 “in the Vigna of Felice de Fredis near
the >Sette Sale<” (C. Hauber 1991; 2006; 2009; forthcoming). The Vigna once owned by Felice de
Fredis has now been identified by Rita Volpe and Antonella Parisi (R. VVolpe and A. Parisi 2010g;
2010b). It was indeed located within the Horti of Maecenas. On Nolli's Great Rome map (1748; cf.
Map 10), it is that part of the "Vigna Pighini" which lay to the west of modern Via Merulana. Today
this area lies between Via Mecenate and modern Via Merulana (Maps 6; 9, label: Vigna Felice de
Fredis/ Fusconi/ Pighini).

Héuber suggested that the Laocoon group was commissioned by Maecenas or Augustus and
that it should be seen in the context of the political propaganda of Augustus. This is the marble statue
of a Laocoon and his sons, seen by Pliny the Elder in Titi imperatoris domo ('in the home of general
Titus”; C. Hauber 2006; 2009; forthcoming), a work by Hagesandros, Polydoros and Athanodoros
from Rhodes (Plin., Nat. hist. XXXVI, 37-38). There, in Titi imperatoris atrio, Pliny (Nat. hist.
XXXIV, 55) saw also the now lost bronze statues of the astragalizontes (two little nude boys playing
at knuckle bones) by the Greek artist Policleitos of the fifth century B.C.; the Laocoon group and the
astragalizontes were regarded by Pliny as the two most outstanding works of art described by him.
This hypothesis implies that Titus lived as “crownprince” in the Horti of Maecenas, where Pliny
visited him before he dedicated the Naturalis Historia to Titus in 77 A.D.; it would explain the third
building phase of the “Auditorium of Maecenas’, which is datable in the second half of the first
century A.D. (M. de Vos 1983; 1996), and the Flavian architectural fragments and statues found in this
area (C. Hauber 1991; 2006; 2009; forthcoming).
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Postscriptum

Some of the here published ideas were first presented on November 19th, 1995, in a talk
delivered at Prof. Wilhelmina F. Jashemski's Symposium "Gardens of the Roman Empire"
(November 18.-19., 1995, University of Pennsylvania, Dep. of Landscape Architecture and
Regional Planning and University of Pennsylvania Museum, Philadelphia, PA, USA). In 2003,
Prof. Jashemski accepted the first draft of this text for her publication The Gardens of the Roman
Empire. After her death in 2007, Prof. Kathryn L. Gleason became the editor of The Gardens of the
Roman Empire, who kindly allowed me to update the text in 2009. With her kind permission, | publish
here the new version of this text; which will also be published in The Gardens of the Roman Empire.
This text comprises now short summaries of the results obtained in my research project "Die Horti des
Maecenas auf dem Esquilin in Rom - eine diachrone Topographie”, "The Horti of Maecenas on the

Esquiline in Rome - a diachronic topography’, that are in detail discussed in C. Hauber, forthcoming.

Chrystina Hauber, November 30" 2011
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